
Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, Dm C. 

PUBLIC lIEARING February 23, 1966 - 
Appeal No, 8569 American Univers i ty ,  Appellant.  

The Zoning Adminis t ra tor  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, Appellee, 

On motion duly  made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  t h e  
fol lowing Order was en te red  a t  t h e  meeting of t h e  Board on March 4, 1966, 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER -- A p r i l  12, 1966 

ORDERED: 

That t h e  appeal  t o  cons t ruc t  an  8-s tory  dormitory and roof s t r u c t u r e s  
i n  accordance wi th  Sec t ion  3308 of t h e  Zoning Regulat ions,  a s  amended t o  
inc lude  an appeal  t o  cons t ruc t  two annexes t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g b u r y  Administrat ion 
Building,  bo th  s t r u c t u r e s  l oca t ed  a t  3500 Nebraska Avenue, NW., l o t  1, square  
1600, be granted. 

From t h e  records and the  evidence adduced a t  t h e  pub l i c  hearing,  t h e  
Board f i n d s  t h e  fol lowing f a c t s :  

(1) A t  t h e  hearing,  t h e  Board au thor ized  t h e  amendment of t h i s  appeal  
t o  inc lude  t h e  appeal  t o  cons t ruc t  two annexes t o  t h e  Asbury Administrat ion 
Building cons i s t i ng  of two wings a t t ached  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  bui ld ing ,  each 
wing conta in ing  t h r e e  s t o r i e s ,  p lus  basement, w i th  roof s t r u c t u r e s ,  

(2) Appel lant  s t a t e s  t h a t  proposed Dormitory l'K" w i l l  be cons t ruc ted  
i n  accordance wi th  t h e  master  p l an  approved by t h e  Board i n  Appeal #8011 
da ted  December 22, 1964. 

(3) One change i s  contemplated -- t h e  master p l an  showed t h e  dormitory 
a t t ached  t o  t h e  n o r t h e r l y  s i d e  of McDowell Hal l ,  Plans now c a l l  f o r  dormi- 
t o r y  t o  be a t t ached  t o  t h e  w e s t e r l y  s i d e  of McDowell Hall. 

( 4 )  The two annexes w i l l  be a t t ached  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  Asbury Building. 
This  r ep re sen t s  a  change from t h e  o r i g i n a l  plan,  

(5) The two annexes w i l l  house academic f a c i l i t i e s ,  Annex 1 w i l l  house 
t h e  Department of  E a r t h  Sciences.  Annex 2 w i l l  house t h e  Department of 
Languages and L ingu i s t i c s .  

(6) The Department of Highways and T r a f f i c e  on February 23, 1966 o f f e red  
an ob jec t ion  t o  t h e  g ran t ing  of t h i s  appeal  t o  e r e c t  an e i g h t  s t o r y  dormitory. 
This  ob jec t ion  is based on t h e  l a c k  of p rov i s ions  f o r  adequate parking 
f a c i l i t i e s  i n  connection wi th  t h i s  dormitory addi t ion ,  I n  add i t i on ,  t h e  
Department notes  t h a t  any "add i t i ona l  t r a f f i c  generated by t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  
would have access  p o i n t s  on Nebraska Avenue and a t  a  s i g n a l i z e d  l o c a t i o n  on 
Massachusetts Avenue. However, -*** 12, parking spaces w i l l  be l o s t ,  and *** 
t h e r e  is  no provis ion  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  parking space t o  accommodate u se r s  o f '  
t h e  proposed dormitory." 



(7) A f t e r  amendment of t h e  appeal,  t h e  Department of Highways and 
T r a f f i c  o f f e red  no ob jec t ion  t o  the  g ran t ing  of t h i s  appeal,  " i f  adequate 
o f f - s t r e e t  parking f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  provided f o r  t h e  occupants of t h e  new 
wings. '' 

(8) The National  Cap i t a l  Planning Commission recommended approval of 
t h e  appeal a s  amended. 

(9) There was no ob jec t ion  t o  t h e  g ran t ing  of t h i s  appeal r e g i s t e r e d  
a t  t h e  pub l i c  hearing. 

The Board i s  of t h e  opinion t h a t  t h e  proposed campus improvements a r e  
cons i s t en t  wi th  t h e  development p lan  of t h e  univers i ty .  The proposed 
development is  not  l i k e l y  t o  become objec t ionable  t o  neighboring property. 

An examination of t h e  appelant ' s  p lans  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  proposed roof 
s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  i n  compliance wi th  t h e  i n t e n t  and purpose of Sec t ion  3308 of 
t h e  Zoning Regulations. The roof s t r u c t u r e s  w i l l  harmonize wi th  t h e  main 
s t r u c t u r e  i n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  charac ter ,  ma te r i a l  and color.  

Fur ther ,  t h e  Board concludes t h a t  t h e  g ran t ing  of t h i s  appeal w i l l  be 
i n  harmony wi th  t h e  genera l  prupose and i n t e n t  of t h e  Zoning Regulations 
and Map. 

The Board has g iven  c a r e f u l  cons idera t ion  t o  t h e  provis ions  of Sec t ions  
3101.4 and 3101.46 of t h e  Zoning Regulations and t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  and power 
of t h e  Board wi th  r e spec t  t o  these  provisions.  Nothing contained i n  e i t h e r  of 
t hese  Sec t ions  of t h e  Regulat ions d e f i n i t e l y  g ives  t o  t h e  Board t h e  power 
t o  approve o r  disapprove a "plan f o r  developing t h e  campus" submitted by any 
univers i ty .  However, t h e  Board has  genera l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  
Zoning Regulations. I n  addi t ion ,  t h e  impl ica t ion  of t hese  Sec t ions  of t h e  
Regulations i s  ve ry  s t rong and, i n  f a c t ,  i s  made almost mandatory by Sec t ion  
3101.4, t h a t  any campus p lan  submitted by a u n i v e r s i t y  must be approved by 
t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment a f t e r  submission t o  t h e  National  Cap i t a l  
Planning Commission and t h e  Direc tor ,  Department of Highways and Tra f f i c .  

No a c t i o n  has  ye t  been taken by t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment approving 
o r  disapproving t h e  1985 Master P lan  of American Unive r s i ty  but  such a c t i o n  
w i l l  be taken, Nothing contained i n  t h i s  Order should be construed a s  t o  
c o n s t i t u t e  approval o r  disapproval  of t h e  1985 Master P lan  submitted by 
American University.  


